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Abstract: During the outbreak of pneumonia, we can discover a series of exaggerated and even 
untrue foreign media reports on China. Thus, it can be seen that western countries still have 
prejudice and misunderstanding towards China, which makes us wonder why this is the case. This 
paper analyzes why the west is biased against China based on the foreign media reports of this 
epidemic and the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China mainly from 
these four aspects of analysis: Ideological and political differences, Friction in economic 
development, Chinese and western cultural differences, China threat theory. Even some foreign 
media reports, which we are not quite satisfied with, to some extent can also promote us to find out 
the gaps and make up for the problems. We hope this article can provide some inspiration for the 
coordination of Sino-western relations. 

Ideological and political differences 

First of all, liberalism is one of the most important political trends in the west after modern times. 
The starting point of liberalism is the ego and the individual, which emphasizes the priority of 
individual rights. It holds that the fundamental value of liberalism is the free choice of individuals 
and the realization of such free choice in a just environment. In the view of liberals, once the 
individual can realize fully and freely his value, then the group and society of the individual can 
finally realize his public interest. Contemporary neoliberalism inherits the basic values of traditional 
liberalism, but it emphasizes social justice to ensure the realization of individual freedom. 
Neoliberalism especially emphasizes the extreme importance of private ownership and market 
economy to the realization of individual rights, advocates the neutrality of the state, opposes the 
excessive interference of the state in social and individual affairs, actively advocates the role of civil 
society, and strives to safeguard the pluralistic value of the society [1]. 

There are many reports about the Chinese National Day celebrations and the protests in Hong 
Kong. In these reports, we can see the bias against China. For example, “but I think what has 
happened is that actual management of the two systems has not satisfied anybody” and also 
“Former lawmaker Lee Cheuk-Yan says though China is might, Hong Kong must not fear for the 
fight. It’s a right for all people of Hong Kong –and the world, actually-and without that, you know, 
the spirit of defiance, the spirit of struggle, will continue onward until we win.”. These two reports 
are both from NPR News and we can see from that the west questioned whether one country, two 
systems really worked. As we all know, Macao also adopts one country, two systems, so it works. 
Also, the reports portray China as a powerful country, while Hong Kong is just fighting for its rights. 
Anyway, it is not true. First, Hong Kong and China are not antagonistic and China has always 
supported Hong Kong’s autonomy. Second, Hong Kong’s rallies and processions are illegal, and it 
is not appropriate for foreign media to encourage Hong Kong’s rallies and blur the concept just by 
striving for their rights. “Martin Lee, former Hong Kong lawmaker and founding chairman of the 
Democrats of Hong Kong, told CNBC on Tuesday that he has been fighting for democracy 
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peacefully for over 30 years but “always ignored” [2] .The same description also appeared in 
French media « Le président chinois, Xi Jinping, a lancé le mardi 1er octobre les célébrations du 
70e anniversaire de la Chine communiste. En parallèle de ces festivités grandiose, la colère gronde 
toujours à Hongkong, qui vit sa pire crise politique depuis 1997. » [3] .Here Figaro uses « pire 
crise » (the worst crisis) to describe Hong Kong’s politics from 1997. As we all know, Hong Kong 
retains its capitalist system and way of life and enjoys a high degree of autonomy in all matters 
except foreign affairs and national defense. “One country, two systems”, “Hong Kong people 
administering Hong Kong” and a high degree of autonomy are the basic state policies of the 
Chinese government. The so-called “worst crisis” does not exist in Hongkong.   

« Cinquième anniversaire de la révolte des Parapluies , journée mondiale contre le totalitarisme : 
les motifs ne manquaient pas ce week-end à Hong Kong pour une nouvelle série de manifestations 
qui sonnaient aussi et surtout comme une ultime répétition à l’avant-veille des célébrations des 70 
ans de la création de la République populaire de Chine par Mao Zedong. »[4].They implied the 
Chinese government is totalitarianism with complete ignorance of the Chinese political system. 
Compared to totalitarian, China is a centralized state. China’s traditional political system has always 
been an authoritative centralized system. Under the centralized system, the biggest feature of the 
social structure is the domination of the royal power, and the royal power has naturally become the 
core of the traditional political culture. Chinese traditional society is also bound to have the strong 
trait of the centralized system. 

Friction in economic development 

Under the background of the economic globalization, all countries in the world will encounter 
trade friction more or less in the development of trade relations, especially in the development of 
Sino US economic and trade relations. Since the formal establishment of diplomatic relations 
between China and the United States in 1979 and the signing of the Sino US trade agreement in 
July of the same year, friendly economic and trade relations between China and US have been 
continuously strengthened, and at the same time, there have been many trade frictions. In March 
2018, the United States announced that according to the “301 survey” results, it would impose 
tariffs on China, involving $50 billion in goods. This move undoubtedly deepened the Sino US 
trade friction, even if the two sides mismanage, retaliation can lead to a trade war. China has said it 
would try its best to negotiate and never compromise on this issue. The Ministry of Commerce 
announced in March that it plans to impose tariffs on some goods imported from the United States. 

The causes and types of trade frictions between China and the United States can be divided into 
five categories: Microeconomic frictions caused by one side’s import surge or import restriction; 
Macroeconomic frictions caused by the trade imbalance between the two sides; investment frictions 
related to international investment; frictions caused by different trade systems between the two 
sides; and technical frictions caused by technical barriers to trade. Because China is a developing 
country, the market economy system is very different from American and some developed countries. 
Some trade frictions are normal. 

Economic friction is also related to political factors. Fair trade replaces free trade. From postwar 
to the 1970s, the main theme of the United States was free trade. After the 1970s, due to the huge 
trade deficit and other issues, the U.S. began to turn to a fair-trade policy. The basic view is that the 
market open of the United States is far higher than that of other countries. In the end, the United 
States strengthened its competitiveness and often used it to sanction other countries by economical 
means, which led to other countries’ dissatisfaction and trade friction. It emphasizes double 
standards and unilateral standardization. Such actions of double standards and unilateralism are 
likely to lead to retaliation from other countries, and trade frictions are inevitable. Interest groups 
have an important influence on trade policy. To achieve common goals and interests, various 
interest groups actively influence our legislation and other policy decisions. Under the unique 
system of the United States, we often see that the U.S. catalog is blind to things that are good for the 
United States and that there are immediate objections to things that are bad for the United States. 
Congress regulates trade. The constitution of the United States stipulates that Congress has the right 
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to regulate business contracts with foreign countries and to formulate and levy tariffs. The 
administration of the United States has a more international perspective，but can’t make foreign 
trade policies. The Congressmen who pay more attention to the interests of the region can make 
foreign trade policies, which often reflects trade protectionism. Then we talk about endorsement 
system. In American democracy, members of Parliament and government officials are often the 
spokesmen of certain interests. Under the electoral system, personal influence and popularity have a 
crucial impact on the future. Politicians in the United States either own huge amounts of property or 
can get financial support from others. After the officials are elected, the requirements of funding can 
be reflected, so it is easy to cause trade friction because of some interests of some officials. 

A report from the BBC describes the current situation like this: “But there has been detente in the 
past, and so far, Xi and his negotiators have not managed to turn them into a lasting peace.”. From 
this sentence, we can see that the west blames China for the economic impasse, but as we 
mentioned above, it is the United States who started the trade war with China and China is just 
making sure its interests are not hurt. China’s goal is not a standoff with the United States. What’s 
more,« Yanzhong Huang, expert en santé publique au Conseil des relations étrangères, a déclaré à la 
BBC que «la Chine (était) habituée à faire les choses rapidement, même pour des projets 
monumentaux comme celui-ci». «Les travaux d’ingénierie, c’est ce que la Chine fait de mieux. Ils 
ont la réputation de construire des gratte-ciel à grande vitesse. C’est très difficile à imaginer pour 
les Occidentaux.» »[5].We can see from this news that the west including the US is afraid of the 
“China model”, they are afraid of the “China speed”. China’s ability to build a hospital in half a 
month is incredible to the west. 

Chinese and western cultural differences 

A country or national culture cannot be produced without the influence of its traditional thoughts. 
Confucian culture has been the foundation of Chinese culture since early times, and Chinese culture 
emphasizes harmony and balance. While the western culture is built on the ocean culture, thinking 
is based on analysis and logical thinking without harmony. Moreover, in the 16th and 17th centuries, 
the west carried out ideological and political changes, and humanism trends such as the Renaissance 
appeared. Huntington put forward the theory of the clash of civilizations. He proposed that in the 
new development stage of the world, the root cause of conflicts will no longer be ideological and 
economic but cultural. The clash of civilizations is more profound than the political conflict. The 
essence and key of the political conflict is “whose side are you on?” The essence and key to the 
clash of civilizations is “who are you?” The former is optional, while the latter is fixed and 
unchangeable. He divided the contemporary world civilization into the western civilization, the 
Confucian civilization, the Japanese civilization, the Islamic civilization, the Indian civilization, the 
slave-orthodox civilization, the Latin American civilization and the possibly African civilization. 
Kin-country Syndrome occurs when groups or countries within the same civilization go to war with 
other civilizations. The axis of future world politics may be the clash between western and other 
civilizations, or the reaction of non-western civilizations to western power and values [6]. All in all, 
China is deeply influenced by Confucianism with harmony and stability. Many western countries 
have more radical ideas.  

« Dans une grande enquête sur la perception du géant asiatique, le Pew Research Center montre 
que la population des pays asiatiques et de nombreuses nations occidentales a une image de plus en 
plus défavorable de la Chine. La méfiance est la plus spectaculaire au Japon. »[7] .«En Chine, la 
culture est différente, la notion de vie privée n’est pas la même que la nôtre, avance-t-il. Dans ce 
cadre-là, l’urgence sanitaire peut justifier de surveiller la population. D’après le gouvernement, les 
données sont faites pour circuler et là ils peuvent assurer qu’ils le font pour la “bonne cause”» [8]. 
Given the severity of the outbreak and concern for public health safety, it is understandable for the 
Chinese government to monitor people’s travel routes. Foreign media should not only focus on the 
invasion of privacy. This is nothing compared to America’s prism program. Westerners have also 
been pursuing freedom and democracy, so they do not approve of China’s city closure. Ironically, 
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when they face the epidemic, they also have to close the city and quarantine. 

China threat theory 

Promoting the “China threat theory” is a “soft containment” of China’s development by some 
western countries through public opinion. Compared with the “hard containment” by political, 
military and economic means during the cold war, this kind of soft containment is more covert and 
deceptive. Through this “soft containment” method, western countries try to constantly make 
trouble for China’s development and finally achieve the goal of containing China and bringing 
China into capitalism. 

In the report of China’s 70th-anniversary military parade, China’s military power must be 
mentioned. Some reports are not very friendly. “Beijing shows off HYPERSONIC missiles 
STEALTH drones at 70th National Day parade” [9] and also “It looks like this is almost entirely, if 
not entirely, a military show of strength” [10]. The display of China’s military power is not to show 
off. China does not want to be the hegemon of the world and Chinese are philanthropic-minded. 
The west reports it like this only because they feel China’s development and fear that China will 
threaten their position. « DÉCRYPTAGE - Poussé par son président Xi Jinping, le pays, qui se 
rêvait en superpuissance défiant les États-Unis, vit très mal son actuelle faiblesse sur la scène 
mondiale. »[11] In fact, China has never wanted to surpass the United States as the world’s 
hegemon. China advocates a “community of shared future for mankind” and win-win cooperation 
rather than a zero-sum game. For example, the recent outbreak in Italy has left the European Union 
on the sidelines. So far only China has come to Italy’s aid. There is always a chivalrous spirit in the 
Chinese people’s national spirit.  

Conclusions 

China’s emergence as the world’s second-largest economy has shaken western dominance but the 
historical image of the sick man of East Asia will not change easily. The western media, prompted 
by the four major reasons mentioned in the article, discredit China to some extent. In conclusion, 
we should treat foreign media reports dialectically. On the one hand, the foreign media will capture 
some dark side of China’s economic and social development. One-sided reports by the news media 
are bound to affect China’s international reputation and provide material for some anti-china forces. 
What is noteworthy is that some foreign media will distort the facts so we need to distinguish right 
from wrong when we browse foreign news. On the other hand, foreign media can become a 
propaganda of China’s reform and opening up prompting foreign audiences to understand our 
country’s stage of history, bear witness to China’s economic and social development process, which 
is indispensable for shaping the international image of China. Finally, China’s development will 
enhance the stability of world peace and balance the development of regions around the world. 
China will not be the hegemon, but the best partner. 
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