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Abstract: "One Belt And One Road" is a new strategy of regional economic cooperation proposed 
by China. It aims to deepen interconnection and establish a community of interests, destiny and 
responsibility with the countries along the line with the attitude and concept of common 
consultation, joint construction, peace and win-win. The core concepts of these strategies are not 
only the inheritance of the cultural spirit of the ancient Silk Road, but also the proposal of China in 
keeping with the development of the times. This paper discusses the important role of culture in the 
"One Belt And One Road" strategy and how to make good use of the role of cultural exchanges. In 
this way, it will have a more far-reaching influence on national cooperation and continue to drive 
the implementation of this strategy. Finally, this paper will make some brief analysis and discussion 
on the role of culture in the connection between the "One Belt And One Road" and the cooperation 
between China and central and eastern European countries. 

1. Introduction 

In 2013, when Chairman Xi Jinping visited West Asia and Southeast Asia, he proposed the 
strategic concept of building the "Silk Road Economic Belt" and the "21st Century Maritime Silk 
Road Economic Belt", which are collectively known as "One Belt And One Road". The idea of the 
Silk Road Economic Belt aims to integrate Asian economic resources. Through the Silk Road, it 
merges with the European economy to form a general trend of economic integration in Eurasia.  

On March 28, 2015, the National Development and Reform Commission, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce jointly issued the article "Vision and Action on 
Jointly Building the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road". It 
explains in detail the background, core concept, cooperation focus, cooperation mechanism and the 
prospect of the bright future of the "One Belt And One Road" strategy. The release of this document 
marks the beginning of this strategy into a systematic advancement and implementation stage. The 
"One Belt And One Road" strategy, which is different from the previous economic globalization 
strategy proposed by China, aims to create a new and better life together with people along the line 
in a peaceful and cooperative way. This strategy is not a single economic strategy, but a 
comprehensive strategy covering a wide range of social development. What China seeks to build is 
not only a community of economic interests, but also a community of destiny and responsibility 
with countries along the line. This is the concept proposed by China in conformity with the 
development of the times, and also a reflection of the historical and cultural heritage of the Silk 
Road.  

The strategy of "One Belt And One Road" is a long-term plan. It is difficult to be comprehensive 
with economic and trade cooperation alone, and it will be powerless when it is promoted. Moreover, 
there are inevitably many small problems such as obstacles and frictions in the cooperation between 
countries. At this time, we should pay attention to the important role of culture in the "One Belt 
And One Road" strategy. This will not only help to solve the cross-cultural differences in the 
process of cooperation, but also help to promote and implement this strategy more effectively and 
solidly.  
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2. Historical and Cultural Connotation and Inheritance of "One Belt And One Road" 

The reason why the "One Belt And One Road" strategy uses the term "Silk Road" is the 
inheritance of its own cultural connotations and symbols. The "Silk Road" is a road of historical 
friendship marked by cultural exchanges and economic and trade prosperity. It connects the ancient 
Eastern and Western world in space, enables it possible for the Eastern and Western civilization to 
communicate and trade, and promotes the integration and development of early human civilization.  

The opening of the East-West trade road was first recorded in the official records of China by Si 
Maqian in the Biography of Historical Records · Dawan. In the Western Han Dynasty, Emperor Wu 
of Han sent Zhang Qian to the countries of the West and began to master their national conditions 
and customs("Northwest countries began to communicate in the Han Dynasty, started by Zhang 
Qian"①). Since Zhang Qian, the Han Dynasty has sent more than a dozen emissaries to "Northwest 
countries" every year, and the exchange between the East and the West was increasing. However, 
the real appearance of the word "Silk Road" is in the Book China published by German geographer 
Richthofen in 1877. For the first time, he used the term "Silk Road" to refer to "the trade route from 
the Hexi Corridor and Tarim Basin to Central Asia and the Mediterranean."② However, many of 
his narratives and descriptions of the East-West trade route are not original. When examining the 
historical materials of China and the West, he found that the description of this trade route was 
mostly related to silk, so it was named "Silk Road." Later, Albert Herman, a German historian, 
discussed the concept of "Silk Road" for the first time. He believed that this "Silk Road" could be 
extended to Syria, even Greece and Rome. Since then, the concept of the "Silk Road" has been 
widely recognized by the academic community, and everyone has cited this concept to describe the 
road of trade between East and West. However, silk is not the only product along the East-West 
trade road. Moreover, since the interruption of the land silk road due to war, the East-West maritime 
silk road has been opened.  

Throughout history, we find that the "Silk Road" metaphorically refers to the road of exchanges 
between Eastern and Western civilizations and trade, and is a bridge formed by the desire of the two 
civilizations for exchanges and communication. What we read in the historical story about the "Silk 
Road" is friendly interaction and mutual exchanges; It is a mutual integration and renewal in culture, 
and also mutual promotion and development in economy. Thus, China's "One Belt And One Road" 
strategy inherits the concept of "peace, cooperation, development and win-win" in the "Silk Road". 
It shows that China should implement a strategic vision of creating a better life for people of 
different races, cultures and beliefs in a peaceful, inclusive and cooperative way. This vision is not 
China's own opinion. Instead, it aims to make people of all countries reach some conceptual 
consensus in cultural exchanges, and then continuously promote common development in other 
fields such as economy.  

3. The Profound Significance of Culture in the "One Belt And One Road" Strategy 

When it comes to the role of cultural exchanges and cooperation in the "One Belt And One 
Road" strategy, some scholars believe that we should insist on the concept of "culture first". They 
hold that the cultural "soft power" of "moistening things silently" should be used to lay a good 
foundation for the public support of countries along the line. We need to make people around the 
world feel China's sincerity in expressing the respect for friendship and increase mutual 
understanding. This is undoubtedly a very good concept and idea. The, why should culture go first? 
Why is cultural exchange so important? In the author's opinion, the significance of culture in  
"One Belt And One Road" lies in its long term, profound and extensive influence, as well as the 
continuous driving force of national cooperation contained in it.  

1) The exchange of culture and language can communicate the heart of the nation 
                                                        
① Si Maqian. Biography of Historical Records · Dawan[M]. Beijing: Unity Press, 2002:1529. 
② Liu Weidong. Scientific understanding of the Belt and Road Initiative of China and related research themes[J]. 
Progress in Geography, vol.34(5), May, 2015:539. 
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"One Belt And One Road" spans Asia and Europe, with many countries and different races. 
People in different countries have different values under the influence of different religions and 
civilizations. Providing more platforms and opportunities for cultural exchanges will enable people 
in China and other countries to better understand each other' s history, culture and social life. In this 
way, it is easy to reach a consensus on some issues, as well as mutual understanding on other 
problems, even sensitive political issues. Moreover, each country has its own language, which is 
also an important part of national culture. Learning a country's language is not only a deeper 
understanding of its culture, but also a respect. We spread Chinese culture to the host country 
through the Confucius Institutes around the world, but in fact, we can also set up local language 
classes there. This allows our Chinese teachers, local staff of Chinese-funded institutions and 
overseas Chinese to learn their languages. With the common discourses and topics, we can deepen 
emotions among nations and achieve "public communication", so as to gradually build a foundation 
of mutual trust.  

This kind of emotion and mutual trust established through cultural communication is more 
significant than the treaty of economic cooperation. Cooperation in interests is often temporary, 
with benefits coming and going. The exchange of culture and language is to help consolidate the 
public and social foundation of cooperation among countries. This will allow the countries along 
the line to cooperate with China no longer at the level of economic interests, but to consider 
working together with China to build a community of destiny and responsibility.  

2) The sharing of ideas and technologies can open up the road of civilization 
One of the greatest significance of the ancient silk road is to promote the development of 

different civilizations in countries along the line. The ancient Chinese inventions and creations, the 
sages' thoughts, and the craftsmanship are all introduced to the West through the Silk Road on the 
land. This has made up for the Western civilization, and then further promoted the Western 
development. After that, modern science, enlightenment and medical knowledge of the West spread 
to the East through the maritime silk road. This has shaken the original knowledge system of 
oriental culture, and made it gradually move to a more advanced stage. 

The "One Belt And One Road" strategy requires the sharing, inheritance and development of 
such ideas and technologies, so that different civilizations can advance in mutual learning and 
supplement. We need to establish regular high-level cultural exchanges with countries along the line, 
like establishing the exchange forum for young scholars and politicians, building a dialogue forum 
for high-level think tanks, etc. It is necessary to promote mutual learning among the social elites, 
study and discuss advanced ideas and technologies together, and discuss important decisions 
affecting the development of the country and so on. In this way, in the process of learning and 
absorbing, we can improve our country's cultural civilization. Meanwhile, we can better understand 
the cultural connotation of other countries, so that the cultural civilization between countries can 
have a common understanding and form a sense of cultural identity. Here, cultural identity is the 
natural and solid foundation of cooperation among countries.  

3) Multi-level cultural industry boosts all-round development and cooperation of the 
country 

Apart from the exchange and cooperation of cultural noumenon, the development and influence 
of multi-level cultural industry should not be overlooked. From the development and sales of 
special cultural products to the production and dissemination of books, film and television culture, 
to the various tourism festivals and cultural activities with countries along the line, these 
cooperation extends to economy and trade, entertainment, etc., instead of being limited to the scope 
of culture. There are many cultural-related industrial chains, as well as blanks and ideas, and they 
involve all aspects of national cooperation. If the cultural industry is tapped properly and 
comprehensively, it will be a strong sustainable driving force for cooperation among countries.  

From another perspective, the development of the cultural industry is also an important driving 
force to its development. For China, how can we develop and improve our existing cultural industry 
with the strategy of "One Belt And One Road" with pertinence and characteristics, "tell China's 
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stories well", and form our own Chinese creativity? On the one hand, we should enhance our own 
national confidence and self-consciousness. On the other hand, we should "enhance China's position 
in the value chain of global cultural industry, supply chain of cultural resources and service chain of 
cultural brands".① We should have our own discourse system in the world and expand the 
influence of China's discourse power.  

4. Culture Docking "One Belt And One Road" Initiative and Development Strategy of 
Central and Eastern European Countries 

On November 24, 2015, Premier Li Keqiang delivered a speech at the fourth China-CEEC 
Summit in Suzhou. He particularly proposed that we should "docking the "One Belt And One Road 
"and the development strategy of Central and Eastern European countries", "speed up the 
construction of demonstration projects". This is not only because these countries account for a 
quarter of the countries along the line, but also because they occupy extremely important 
geopolitical strategic positions. Central and Eastern European countries are located in the east gate 
of Europe, which is an important link between China and the whole Europe. Through all-round 
cooperation with the Central and Eastern European countries under the "One Belt And One Road" 
strategy, this strategy will gradually spread to other parts of Europe. This is an important process 
and opportunity to realize the vision of "One Belt And One Road".  

Under this strategy, how can we deepen cooperation with other countries, achieve real "policy 
communication" and "people-to-people connectivity", and build a "community of destiny and 
responsibility" together with countries along the line? There is no doubt that cultural exchanges 
have played an important role in this process. Just as Premier Li Keqiang said in his recent speech 
in Suzhou, "Cultural exchange is the 'infrastructure' of deepening national relations and the "civic 
project" to promote folk friendship." Cultural exchange is a natural bridge for cooperation between 
countries and an emotional link for folk exchanges. It is precisely because of the spread and 
integration of culture that people can reach a consensus on the concept and seek common 
cooperation and development among countries. 

In the docking of the "One Belt And One Road" strategy with the development strategy of 
Central and Eastern European countries, we can focus on giving full play to the important role of 
cultural exchanges and cooperation. On the existing platform of cooperation between China and 
Central and Eastern Europe, "culture first" is implemented. Through high-level cultural exchanges 
and dialogues such as various economic and trade forums, think tank forums and youth politicians' 
forums, we will first make the people of these European countries fully understand the specific 
content and future goals of this strategic concept. They should be aware of the importance of this 
strategy to their development, and understand China's vision of peace and win-win results in 
implementing the strategy.  

China has traditional historical friendship with Central and Eastern European countries. Since the 
1970s, China has established good interactions with them. In recent years, with the all-round 
advancement of the China-Central and Eastern Europe cooperation strategy, especially in the field 
of cultural exchanges, "policy communication" and "people-to-people connectivity" are already in 
progress. With this as the basis, the speed of acceptance of this strategy in Central and Eastern 
European countries will be quicker a lot. As the results of China-Central and Eastern European 
cooperation have gradually appeared, it has just provided a lever for the implementation of the "One 
Belt And One Road" strategy in Europe. With the help of the existing platform, China can integrate 
new resources and make this strategy go hand in hand with China-Central and Eastern Europe.  

Judging from the docking of cultural cooperation, since the first China-Central and Eastern 
Europe leaders meeting in 2012, China and these countries have continuously expanded and 
deepened cultural exchanges, and cultural cooperation has achieved fruitful results. This Suzhou 
conference also proposed that 2016 should be made as the year of cultural exchange, and more 
                                                        
① Huan Jian.  "One Belt And One Road" strategy and the new layout of China's cultural industry space[J]. 
Fujian Tribune(The Humanities & Social Sciences), (6), 2015:109. 
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colorful cultural activities should be held through the cooperation platform already established. In 
the "Suzhou Outline of China-Central and Eastern European Countries Cooperation", it lists thirteen 
exchange activities that are expected to be held next year. These activities include inviting a 
delegation of high-level officials from Central and Eastern European countries to visit China; 
conducting a dialogue on national education policies; holding art cooperation forum; inviting 
famous artists and composers from these countries to come to China to collect and create works; 
holding cultural industry forum and expert forum on intangible cultural heritage protection; holding 
high-level think tanks; holding cultural industrial forum; organizing sinologists' seminar; 
encouraging and supporting journalists to visit each other, etc. The content of communication 
involves various aspects, including traditional content and new topics. It is not difficult to find that 
the cultural exchange between China and Central and Eastern European countries is far more than 
cultural cooperation. Thus, we can promote the actual cultural cooperation between China and these 
countries with the help of the "One Belt And One Road" strategy, especially to develop the 
potential for cooperation in the cultural industry. With the mutual complementation of the two 
strategies, the cultural cooperation between the two will present a more colorful situation. This will 
also have a far-reaching influence on China-Central and Eastern European cooperation and the 
"One Belt And One Road" strategy.  

Conclusion 

The cultural exchange on the "Silk Road" is a heritage of historical spirit and a symbol of peace 
and friendship. Correctly understanding and utilizing the position and influence of culture in the 
"One Belt And One Road" strategy can enable us to achieve twice the result with half the effort in 
the process of implementing this strategy. Under the right conditions and opportunities, the 
appropriate use of the "culture first" will often receive more gains than expected, or a longer-term 
return. Cultural exchange and cooperation, due to its far-reaching, extensive, imperceptible and 
lasting features, has become an important cornerstone of the relationship among countries. 
Moreover, they will also be a continuous driving force to our cooperation with other countries along 
the "One Belt And One Road". 
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